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renale Porter of Shoredatch, © 
A TRUE STORY, 


Of che ſurprizing extraordinary Adventures f 


alias Kath. Sar. alias ſemmy . 
Preſton, 7 
Who lived as a Man Servant at two Diſfillers i in [+ 
Shoreditch, Five Years. 
CONTAINING: 


Her Birth; Parentage, and her 


Education given her by her 


Uncle, who kindly took her 
when her Parents met with 
Misfortunes, and ſupported her 


till ſie was near eighteen years 


of Ape, her Journey to Loudon, 
her Marriage with a Shoe» 


maker, who courted her on 


ber having a Legacy left her 
by her Uncle, {ome ancedotes 
en their Wedding, their return- 

to Stafford/oire; ſome unfor- 


tunate Miftakes in their Con- 


duQ, which rendered them very 


unhappy, her Husbands at- 


tempting three ſeveral Times 
| fo Poiſon her, her eſcape from 
Tow 


The —— 


| 


Refine 


ried a few Days, 


. 


the fatal Stroke, and leaving A 
him, her going in Mens Cloachs Jobs g 
and paſſing undiſcovered in Y 
them till ſhe died, ber vartous A j 
Exploits and Gallantry with 15 1 
the Female Sex, her preten dete 
Marriage to a Woman, 12 30 | 
threatned to ſwear a Child e 

her, her going into Sevices ang 

Clubs, with many true and ſur- 
prizing Facts, which can be! 2 
teſtified, by ſeveral Perſons in 
the Neizbbourhogd, where ur = 
chiefly refided, her Death and: | 
Burial, her being raken . » 
again after ſhe bad been 3% if 
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parents meeting with ſame misfortunes in the” 8 
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HISTORY. 


And odd Adventures of 


ELIZ. OGDEN, 


alias mover PRESTON, . 


43 4 
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s Noveltry is and ever will be 
the l Poſſeſſion of this 
97 great World, we (hall endeavour. 

to entertain our Quarter of it 

"RP. ith an authentic Hiſtory of the 

Life of Elizabeth Ogden, whoſe Adventures 
are not more ſtrange than true. 2M 

This perſon was born in Flintſhire, but ber 3 


world, . Wee obliged to doe 10 London, =_ 
Az " and! 
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5 | ond loft this gicl, which was their only child; 


2 her uncle, who was a farmer near Vol. 
ampren in Staffordſhire, having no 
children of bis af — 3 
. his brother and fifters diſtreſs, took his neice, 
and bred her up till ſhg was eighteen years of 
A nage, by which time — _ 3 widow, 
<A 8 ol 6 | ing freed, of 
ineumbranget Keef « little tipaſy tipaſy 
af her ow, I See and honeſt induſtry; | 26d 
having a wind in caſe of her. deceaſe to 7 5 aſ- 
ſui ed her daughter ſhould not be wrong'd of it, 
ſſe went down to her brothers and roll 


bim effom his charge; which 7 as his cir- 
cumſtances Sen he had taken a par- 
ticulak cars H giving her ſuch a fort of educa- 
* tion, as would have qualified her to make a 
* rough ſervant, but poor Betty, was of rather 
tio aCtve a diſpoſition in m"_ point, but. what 
* as geceſſary to render her uſeful in that ſphere, 
93 ving. a more natural if ma to pleaſure 
buſineſs, in which was rather too 
-_ than vigilent in the execution, and ha- 
Ving the opportunity thro! her mothers indul 
pence. of going to London, and becoming a little 
. ”- acquainted with the world than ſhe con- 
ved. was, poſſible for her to be by ſtaying in 
þ 5 * count „without any ſhe took 
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5 the 21, aj were ne to * ue 


leave of her uncle, aw ſet out with her Both Le 

ta this grand metropolis, where ſhe had not N 
ſided . before ſhe was taken ill, and een 
tunately 8 of the uſe of one of her legs, 

by a white ſwelling in her knee, which continu- 
ed ſome time and greatly hazarded her life, but 
by divine permiſſion, and the skilful care of 
the ſurgeons of the weſtminſter infirmery ſhe 4 ; 

recover d; her mothers tenderneſs the reader 
may ſup ppoſe was not wanting, tho' her abili= , 
ties would not extend ſo far as ta procure her 
relief, without the benevolent aſſiſtance of - ou == 
aforementioned chatity. le 1 


When ſhe was perfectly recover d, and was 


return'd home ain, in a few day s after ſne ⁵ 


received news of the death of her uele wWhe 3 
left her fifty pounds: This pleaſing news reach'd. 
the ear of a poor (hoemaker, who thereupon 
thought proper 1 make his addreſſes to. Mrs. .. 
Betty, mM ſhe very readily encouraged, and 
in a ſhort time their nuptials were — 
at Pancraſs Church on an eaſter ſunday, . 

tended with a grand proceſſion of the brother MF i 
of the craft, who help'd to melt a few pounds; 

of the brides fortune in a wedding dinner; 2 thats A þ 
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4 1 © heir credit to furniſh them with every necec- 


' Yary, on this importent occaſion, and as great 
& folks frequently do. 

- The new married pair ſet out in a S 
after their marriage, to their ſeat in Stafford- 
| L 5 ; : hire, where they received the fifty pounds, 
= and never having been poflefs'd of fo large a 
mum, they conceiv'd according tothe old phraze, 
be b never be lay, and were as judiciouſſy 
employ” din ſquandring it away, as the good 
man who left it, had been aſſiduous in ſerapinę 
'+ together, with an honeſt hope of making his 
unthinking neice happy all the days of her life 
had ſhe made a proper uſe of it, but alack a 
day, the unfortunate ſnob had entirely forgot 
we uſe of his tools while the money laſted; 
which heaven knows was not very long, for it 
did not hold ont to the end of the quarter. 
* which ſet this imprudent couple gapibg and 
. at each other for a livelihood ; and po- 
. wp verty marching in with a barberous long ftride, 
. fon kick d the husbands imaginary dove otit of 
* Do doors, in lomuch his ſpouſe became as hateful 
. him as idlenels and miſery could poſfibly ex 
„ eite: Thus having injudiciouly enter'd into the 
. Matrimonical Rate, the began to reflect on thę 
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much upon a par with his, and not having many 
advantages from birth or breeding, ſhe had not 
the power to rectifie their terrible miſcondu dt 
either by reſolution to bear the burden of their 

afflictions as man and wife ſhou'd do, or by 
tender advice mutually perſuade each other to 
endeavour to repair their broken fortune. Sp 
far from it the husbands brutality, and inhu- 
manity led him into a wicked intent of de- 
ſtroying her, which be three times attempted 
by poiſon, but was happily prevented, as ſne had 
three times eſcaped = dreadful ſtroke of an 


o 


_ untimely death, was reſolved to truſt no more 


to fate. | 

So one day when her cruel ſpouſe was ab- x 
ſent, ſhe went to a ſale-ſhop, and equipp'd her 
ſelf, with a ſuit of mens cloaths, and taking 
with her a little trifle ſhe had conceal'd from 


her husband. She ſet out for Birmingham in 


Warwickſhire; the dreſs and cutting of her 
hair, made a very advantageous alteration in her 
perſon, as the boldneſs df her aſpe& and de- 
portment, was rather to be eſteem'd as a man, 
but an agreeable aſſurance; in the whole, tho 
ſhe was met by many of her acquaintance, not 


ens of them knew her, and luckily paſs d un- 


diſcover's 


peffion for her ſweet Husband began. to be 3 
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8 Wlcorer' vhs e n rant; Notwhths | 

ſtanding ſhe had not the moſt refin'd ſenſe, | 
bShbe had judgment enough to deliberately con- 
i Ader the neceſſity of looking out for a livek- 


— As her Srianter were but ſmall, as wank 
-,.* quently liable to be ſoon exhauſted, and in or- 
deer to prevent any diſtreſs ariſin from her de- 
ereaſing ſtore, ſhe gave a ſmall fum to à metal | 
> button-maker i in Birmingham, to teach her his 
art, of which ſhe ſoon hecame maſter of miſtreſs, 
and for ſome time work'd as 2 journeyman, 
with the perſon ſhe-receiv'd her inſtructions, 
keeping company with her brother ſhopmates, 

' 'Tmoaking, drinking, playing at cards, ninepins, 
and all other diverſins incidental to "thoſe Tort 
of gentry; and that ſhe might be more the than 

courted every pretty wench that came im her 

Way, promiſing marriage to all, but like 4 true 

courtier conſtant to none: Among the numerous 

gallantries of mr. Jenny Prifion, (for Mir wa 
"name'ſhe aſſum'd,) there were two or «three | 

© _ -Fmart girls who were unfortunate to be 
reallity taken in by this ſceming blade; an re- 

e to a dovnright love-fick ſtate, this oc- 

caſion d many perplexities, not only to tie un- 

bapp) Eule, but their parents, een 
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eee ee eee at. 
the danger of tfleir daughters entring at an 
rate into a connection with a perſon of ſo un- 
ſtable a diſpoſition, ' for Femmy was a reputed © 
rake throughout the whole town, yet notwith= - 
ſtanding, Femmy offered marriage to every one, 
which was in one family accepted, and the 
wedding was fix d: This occafion'd' the other :: 
two girls to ſend James reproachful & revengefullĩ̃ 
letters, which with the conſcious knowledge off 
not being able to keep up to the character of a 
husband, eccafion'd a ſudden and abrupt e- 
parture, and the intended bride was left to 
mourn the abſence of her ſweetheart, without 
the ſatisfaction of her knowing that her grief *- | 
was quite unneceſſary. | 
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And *ris a moot Point, whecher ſhe might not 
ha ve had more Cauſe to havedeem'd it a Diſappoint- 
ment; had her Gallant. ſtood his Ground, | unleſs 
ſome Boſom Friend could have been intt uſted to have 
ſupply'd his Place in che dark. Bur Jemmy noet 
being willing to give che ſmulleſt Hint of what nñe 
really was, could not poſſibly venture the firſt Part 


of the Marriage Ceremony, as in no Point he was 
able to confirm the latter, tis ro be rea onably con- 
ceived this elopement made no ſmall Noiſe in be 
Towns. And various were tne Conjetures of the + 1 
ENT INTE vi ...* People *q} 
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| [ tuo Strings to her Bow, and one Night kindly | 
mW <cnofentcd to beſtow the Fayour which our intrepid 


(10). 
People, but none were cunning, 0 wiſe enough ta 
find out the real Motive that induced Mr. James to 


* 


this extraordinary excurſjon, 


Jemmy being determined not to be found out, 
took the Opportunity of getting a Caſt in a Po: 


Chaize that was going Part of the Road to London, 


and was lucky enough to light on return'd Hor- 


ſes and Coaches that expedited his Journey 


thither, where he was quite ſnug, and free from 
any apprehenſion of being purſued or diſcover'd : 


After having been two or three Days in Town Jem- 


ny very fortunately heard of a Place in Bond. Hrcet, 
and lived chere in the Capacity of a Footman, but 


_ difliking his Place went away, and having got ſome 


Acquaintances by entering into a Club was ſoen 
provided wifh another, where he behaved very 
well, but being ſtill inclined to carry on the Farce 
by making Love, paid his Addreſſes to the Cham- 
bermaid, who by the the bye, was a buxom Dame, 
and had a private Intrigue with a Journeyman Bar- 
ber in the Neighbourhood, whom ſhe frequently 


atforded a Nights Lodging with her in her Maſters 
_ Houſe, which Jemmy finding out, was reſolved to 
take an Opportunity of confarming their Opinion of 


his being in reality what he appeared by the fol- 
lowing Plot: The Maid who had no averſion to 


variety received Jemmy's Addreſſes, and finding her 


ſelt pregnant, was reſolved to have as the thought 


Hers 
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that and ſteal up into the Garrat, 


ydu in rhe Dark, beſure you dont ſpeał a fin 


419 


ſhould both ſleep together that Night, but when 
the appointed Happineſs drew almoſt to a Cricis, 


Mr. James was a little put to his Trumps how to 
manage his Cards, for to have evaded what he had 
ſo earneſtly intruſted, would have made but an awk- 
ward Figure in the Hiſtory of Love, and to have 
impudently preferv'd in the Propoſition muſt infal- 
libly have occalion'd a Diſcovery of our Female 


Gallant; to prevent which, and to ſave Jemmys 
Credit, he goes to the Barber, and tells him he was 


no Stranger to the Intimacy berween Betty and he, 


but that he had Reaſon to believe his Maſter and 


Miſtreſs had a Suſpicion of it, and by ſome Words 
drop'd, while he was waiting at Table he was of 
Opinion they were reſol ved to find out the truth of 


it, by a Stratagem they had laid between themſelves; 
however ſays Jemmy if you'll follow my Advice, 


you. may be roo cunning for them yet; you know 
my Matter is 4 great Lover of Porter, and when I 


go ro frtch it in for Supper, Til flily convey my 


Z 


ivery Frock, and you ſhall flip into the Houſe in 


ceal'd, till rhe Family's in Bed, n 
Maſter and Miſtreſs deſign to riſe and watch for 
2 


lable to Betty all Night long. | 
The Barber who was violently i L us gad 
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to embrace the Opportunity, notwithſtanding: the 
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Hero had long ſolicited : Accordingly when the- 
Family were gone to Bed, *cwas concluded they 
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0] _ Familiarity that had paſs'd between them at Supper 
Time, Jemmy wnips out unroub'd with his Fr ck, 
| FE but before and he had told Mrs. Betty the ſame 
Story he had recited to the Barber, with this diffe- 
Tf re.nce only, that the Maſter and Viittreſs ſuſpected 
1 him to be the Perion that had a Piece of Gallantry 
1 with her, ſtill urging tha as the had kindly conde- 
ſeended to crown his Wiſhes, he was refolved at 
| al: Events co pu: her Promale in Force that very 
Night. begging her to come ſoftly down without 
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ber Shoes, and lie in the Kitchen, whery Jowny 
had a Preſs· bed, but injoin'd her not to ſp 


Word to him, nur would he to her, as he con- 


ceived it the Maſter and Miſtreſs would watch they 
might be overheard, Betty readily conſented, which 


* 


- 
. 


* 


was the lucky Means of her not finding ont that 


- ſhe had her old Sweetheart the Barber in her Arms, 


who by Jemmy's Appointment was to leave ber be- 


fore Break of Day, now Jemmy pretended to the 


eak a 


Bar er that he was equally in Love with the Cook, 


who lay in the Garret, and that if he would be ſe- 
cret in Reg td to him, he would be no leſs, care- 
full in keeping his Council, the Barber promis'd he 


_ would, and at the appointed Time was lily con- 
ducted by Jemmy into the Houſe, and lay: conceal'd 
tlll the Family were in Bed, and the Light put our, 
Mrs. Betty went into the Donny pory her 
| Gallant; and paſs'd away three or four Hours ſi- 
lently in the Arms of her old Sweetheart, who ac- 
W | cording to contract with .Jemmy, never 7 one 
Word, but a little before Break of Day, he gar ug 
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An 


to her new 
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2nd went away, as to his riſing Betty was not much 
farpriz'd, as there were many Reaſons to be given 


for his ſo doing, and preſently down comes Femmy 
when he had diſpatch'd the Barber, and in a very 
gentle whiſper, he told her he thought ſhe had bet» 
ter go into her on 
in his Maſters Room. 


Accordingly Madam threw on her Night Gown 


went Barefoot up to the Garret, into her own ed 


quite plezs'd at the Thoughts of her new Conqueſt, 
as the Barber was a young ſfmock'd. Face Lad it 
help'd to deceive the more, and as Mrs. Betty was 
of an unconſtant diſpoſition, ſhe grew mighty fond 


of her imaginary Lover, and began to grow cool 


to the poor Barber by whom ſhe actually wWas with 
Child, which her Miſtreſs perceiving, the was call'd_ - 


to a ſevere Account about it, till in the End, ame 
was tne ſuſpected Perſon, and Berty reſolved (think 


ing ſhe had laid wirh him, and turning her Aﬀecs. 


Ne 1 A . „ N 
tions that way) to ſwear the Child to him, unleſs. 


he would Marry her, which Famer promis d to do, 


but was not as good as his Word, bur watch'd an 
Opportunity to take to his Heels, and leave his 


Place upon the Dayppointed for the Wedding; - as 


James went away ſo abruptly, he made no Demand' 1 


for Wages. 


She afterwards went to live at the (291Jca Lyon, 
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Bed, for that he heard a Noiſe 
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WS foe one of the Maids who lives there at this pre- 


fent Time; from thetice ſhe went to live with Mr. 
Miller, a Diſfiller in Shoreditch, with whom ſhe liv'd 
Two Years and a half, but was turned away on ac- 
count of the Maids being with Child. She ſoon- 


er chufing ro leave her 8 than s her 


Sex. 


His intended Spouſe was left to her own os. 


| and reflect on her Cruelty to the poor Barber, Who 


loved her, and was the real Father of rhe Child, 


but as ſhe had choſen ames and deſetted the other, 


the young Fellow was treed from a double Incum- 
brance, and Time aſſiſted with a ſmall Share of Re- 
folurion, eras'd her from his Remembrance, and the 
Lady oblig'd to refer herſelf to the Town for a 


Muaintainance, and to the Foundling-Hoſpital for a 
Ko / er to the Child. 


yvemmy as uſual made Love to all 87 young 


- Wenches he came near, but not meeting with any 
| Succeſs, he took an occaſion one Evening to ſay 
that he was Married, and that his Wite was ready 


to lie in, if not brought to Bed, reſolving as he ſaid 
the firſt Time he could get his Miſtreſſes leave to 
o into the Country to his Spouſe, expreſſing a 


525 deal of Fondneſs for her and a mighty Defire 


o ſee his Child, and talk d of it as ra pturbuſly, as 
it he had a good Eftate, and only wanted an Heir 
0 inherit it. 

Loos Hong to two Clubs in Wilts Spare, | 

Sorediteb, 
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Goreditch, where ſhe borrowed of one of the 80= : 
ciery's the belong'd too. 4os. telling them he was 


going to be Married to a E Woman with a 
Fortune of Three Hundred Poun 

himſelf equivalent, byr as yet it was not in his Poſe 
ſelſion, adding that he was nor quite of Age; and 
till that Time it was in his Uncles Hands, whe 
was left his Guardian: This Tale ſeeming . very 


plauſible the Club lent the Money, and ꝓames left 
2 Note for the Payment, which was the only Ac» 
knowledgement they ever had for it, however after 


having equip'd himſelt with a Wedding Suit, he 
went one Night to the Club very gay, and told 
chem it was all over, that he was Married, and as 


ſoon as ſoon as he had receiv'd his Wifes Fortune, 


he'd re- pay the Money, but was ſoon after taken 
ill and died Monday Spt. 13, 1756. = ; 
Jemmy's pretence to the Club for borrowing the 


Money to be Married, was, that his Wife when 


he firſt had her was under Age; and her Friends 


for their Satisfaction obliged him to Marry her over 


again. | 

by finding the Sweets of belonging to a 
Club, wiſely contrived to get into another, which 
was a Means of ſecuring a Support in Caſe of Mis- 
fortunes, and of Eſtabliſhing a larger Acquaintance, 


which was very often a Means of ſupplying yames 


with an auxiliary Guinea when Caſh was full ſhor 


it happen'd in Proceſs of Time, that one Mrs. 


Timmings, a Diſtiller in Horeditch, wanted a Ser- 


rant, which our Heroick Janes getting Intelligence 


and that he had 
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CBEST. 


his 
1 2 Vears and a Fortnight, which was to the Time 
St his, or rather her Death, for till then the re- 


5 was often loaded with, contracted a violent Fever, 
| Whick p at a ſudden period to the Life of this illuß⸗ 


mention'd Fatigue, which her willing Spirits ex- 


V Upon her being wiken il, her Miſtreſs ſent for 


but the Gentle woman reply'd, he was miſtaken for 


a "i | Reader ma * ay eule conceive Py olknt Afﬀomniſh- 


"of, wem and hired. himſelf direQly for Eleven 
; Pounds a Year. | 
Fames gain'd 
Aſſiduity in his Buſine ſs, and continued with her 


great Favotr with his Miſtreſs for 


intd undiſcover*d, tis to be imagined, that the 
continual hurry, and burthenſome Carriages James 


trious Perſon, being taken ill on the Thurſday, and 
expired on the Monday following; in the 28th. Year 
ber Age, the News Papers having informed the 
Town of this Womans Lite, - by 4 ſhort Narra- 
vive of it in a ſingle Paragraph, mentions ker dying 
of the Small-Pox, which was a Miſtake, for the 
feul Cauſe of her Death, was owing to the fore- 


Cited her to undertake ee 4 natural e 
jo execute. 12 


Doctor and Apothecary, who after, letting her 
Blood, went and acquainted her Miſtreſs, that in- 


Head cf a Man, he ſaid he had a Woman Patient, 


the was ture it was her Man James that had liv'd 


12 with, her above two Years, and took no more e | 


ol it. : J | Z 121 


1 ! 


Vu 


nook Mr. vun e eme to be dad vas the 


ment 


tn) 


- ment 1 the good Women, who were be in 
or | that Office; when they found a Siſter Female ihe. IJ 
zer  ftead of a young Fellow; the News was carried. £ 
to her Miſtreſs, who was no leſs ſurpriz d, and 
when ſhe began to reflect on the artful Manner, with 4 
which the poor Creature had blinded the World,. I 
ſhe almoſt. began to doubt the Truth of the Peo- _ 99 
er, ples Aſſer tion, and was reſolved to view the Body, "i 
u- betore the would credit the Report, this. is a de- 
ng monſtrate Proof, that Mrs. Ogden was quite ac 
ear compliſh'd and fitted by Nature, for the external 7 
the Repreſentation of a Man, and her Intellects having 
rra- a little more Ruſticity than is Incidental to a Fe- 
ing male, compleated and empower'd her to deceive the 
the | World where ever ſhe went, her Miſtreſs however 
ore» I paid ſo much Regard to che Memory of her Fi- 
ex» I delity, as to Bury her at her own Expence, in 
Wer Shorediceh Church-Yard; where her Afhes now re- 
mains, and her Exploits are ſtill living in the Re- 
q membrance of many credible Perſons there, who can 
for ¶ teſtifie rhe Truth of what has been afſerced i in N 3 
ja her 1 to her Character. 2 


jent, The Mother of rhe deceas'd, upon hearing of her 
n n for Death, 'and having read ſomething co & rning this 7; W_ 

Affic in the Papers, went to her Miſtreis and re- + 
queſted- to have her taken up, that ſh* might be 
ertified, whether 'twas her Daughter or not; this 7k x 
as accordingly done, and ſhe was found to be 2 
he ſame, by a Mark left from the vhite Seelling 2 
poll her Knee, her 9 being ſatisfiod tr as ber 


cs) 


* note, and having Paid forthe opening the Grave, 
* Lene and demanded her Watch, Silver Buckles, 
dne and what Cioaths was left by her deceas 1 
Daughter. 

I "> Preas remarkable when ſhe borrow'd the 408. 
of the Society, that ſhe writ her Name Preſ—t, in 
the Note, and ſaid that was her real Name only 

for decency's Sake, the went by the Name of Pre. 

ton. 

Elix. Ogden, alias Jem ms Preſton, had a Siſter in- 

law, who div d at the atoreſaid Robin- Hood, as a Ser- 

vant- Maid; whom he us'd to kits and pull about, 
ſor the Girl did not know him in that diſguiſe, but 

took her to be a real Man as every Body elſe did, 

for in all Company's ſhe us d to drink, ſmoke and 

ſwagger, and in ſhort ſhe was a compured Rake, 

Wi , and great Romancer; we'll ſuppoſe the knew ber 

Sitter in-law, tho? ſhe did not know her till after her 

if HUeceale. 

h A young Woman who was her Secret-keeper, 

14 chat liv'd near Ola-Strees Szaare, when ſhe was dead, 

had the Name of Katherine Emery put on her 

Coffin, [which we ſuppoſe was her Husbands Name, ] 

but we can affure the Public, that her Maiden Name 

was Elizabeth Ogden. 
s there are mmy Lives and Adventures fre- 
quently publiſh'd, which are only Fabulous, per- 
haps this may be deem'd ſo: But we can aſcertain 
this for Truth, as can ſeyeral of the Inhabitants of 
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